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fire would not have come down from heaven and burned up the 
offerings.” 


R. Joshua ben Yair in the name of R. Phineas b. Yair: “There were 
three that the Holy One, blessed be he, created and regretted that he 
had created them, and these are they: The Chaldeans, the Ishmaelites, 
and the impulse to do evil. 


“The Chaldeans: ‘Behold the land of the Chaldeans! This is the people 
that was not. [Assyria, which founded it for ships, which erected their 
siege towers, has turned it into a ruin]’ (Is. 23:13). Oh that they were 
not! 


“The Ishmaelites: ‘The tents of robbers are at peace, and those who 
provoke God are secure, who bring their god in their hand’ 


The impulse to do evil: “In that day, says the Lord, I will assemble the 
lame and gather those who have been driven away, and those whom I 
have afflicted” (Mic. 4:6). 


R. Berekhiah, R. Abba bar Kahana, R. Joshua b. Yair in the name of R. 
Phineas b. Yair: “Lo, it is as if I have afflicted [them, that is, it is as if 
God himself gave them the evil impulse].” 


R. Eleazar [66d] called a fast, but it did not rain. 
R. Aqiba called a fast, and it rained. 


[Aqgiba] went in and preached before them: “I shall give you a simile. 
To what may the matter be likened? To the case of a king who had two 
daughters, one of them haughty, the other proper. When the haughty 
one wanted something, she went before him, and he said, ‘Let them 
give her whatever she wants and send her away.’ Whenever the proper 
daughter [wanted something], she would come before him, and he 
would spend time with her and enjoy hearing her requests.” 


And is it possible to say so? 


But [he said this] so as not to profane the name of heaven through R. 
Eleazar. 


R. Aha carried out thirteen fasts, and it did not rain. When he went 
out, a Samaritan met him. [The Samaritan] said to him [to make fun of 
him], “Rabbi, take off your cloak, because it is going to rain.” 


He said to him, “By the life of that man [you]! Heaven will do a 
miracle, and this year will prosper, but that man will not live [to see 
it].” 


